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Welcome
Please take time to look at the information
within the booklet- I suspect as always you
will be interested and perhaps surprised at
the extent of the activities and enrichment
opportunities on offer here at Seaham High
School. There is more to be done, however
and we have plans to further develop the role
of the school in the community. We intend
to hold a Christmas fayre the first Saturday
in December. We are also exploring funding
avenues for a multi-gym for student and
community use in addition to looking long term
at securing funding for larger scale projects.
Please have a good look at the section on
Awards Evening, which is the highlight of the
school calendar. Again another excellent
evening hosted by the Ambassadors.
Congratulations to the new School President
and Vice Presidents on their election. Many
thanks to our departing Student Leadership
team as they focus on their upcoming
examinations.

Notea ble
da tes for
your diary
Spring term Holiday
Monday 17 February – Friday 21

Yr8 Parent Evening
6th February 2020

February 2020

Admissions for intake in September 2020 are
oversubscribed and mean the school should
be nearing our capacity of 1200 students. The
only Year group that will have some capacity
will be Year 8. Admission Appeals into other
Year Groups are becoming more frequent,
there have been several in recent months
demonstrating that the popularity of the school
remains high.
As you will be aware we have unfortunately
had some redundancies among support
staff due to a projected budget shortfall in
coming years. This is not something I wanted
to happen in my first year as Headteacher
but myself and Governors have to ensure
that the school is well managed financially
and a balanced budget moving forward is
achievable. Redundancy is a double edged
sword- for some it comes at the perfect time
and helps staff head into retirement for others
it is an extremely distressing situation. None
of these redundancies are related in any way
to our Academy conversion and would have
happened regardless. Our current school
Governors remain responsible for ensuring
Seaham High School is financially viable and
that does not change as we move into the
Academy Trust unlike most Academy Trust
models.
Moving forward we will see what the new
Government delivers in terms of promised
funding and hope that combined with the
continued high number of students on roll
brings extra funding into the school.
Best Wishes for the term and I look forward to
working with yourselves and your children.

Yr8 Preferences Evening
13th February 2020
Yr10 Parent Evening
5th March 2020
Yr11 Parent Evening
19th March 2020
Easter break
Monday 6th April – Friday 17th Apri
l 202

Full list of holiday dates are posted
on
the website.
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0
Geoff Lumsdon
Head Teacher

Foreword
A warm welcome to our latest
newsletter. We hope you enjoy reading
what has proved to be a bumper
addition with lots of news.

what was a disappointing set of results.
Obviously these are only predictions,
however staff predictions over the last
two years have been fairly accurate.

2020 has the potential to be an exciting
year for all connected with Seaham
High School. Firstly there is the
Academy conversion, which we hope
will take place on April 1st. We have
decided to delay it till that date as the
DFE will provide funding from figures
collected in the October 2019 census
rather than the earlier census figure.
This will be financially beneficial as we
have 60 students more in the October
census than the earlier one.

An update on the 2019 Progress figure
came in around December, which takes
into account the contextual information
about all schools. Our 2019 Progress
8 figure was

Everyone seems largely content with
the new day format now that they are
used to it. Lunch queues are much
shorter and tend to be gone within 10
minutes as everyone is served (except
for Chip day on a Friday.) We are
insisting that students sit in the Dining
Hall at lunch-time especially. This is
purely a health and safety issue- as
you can imagine serving lunch to over
1100 students over a continuous 90
minute period is a significant challenge.
Cleaning the area is difficult, which
is why we insist students are seated
to reduce spillages. I have also
brought in our lunch-time supervisors
a little earlier to help out with this
and supervision to minimise risk.
We listened to student feedback on
movement round the school. We had
trialled a “Walking on the left” policy.
We decided to continue with this in
most of the school but the Central wing
to revert to the One way system. This
may well need reviewing again as we
prepare for September 2020. Initial
numbers are in for the new Year 7
intake and for the first time I am aware
of the school has in excess of 240 First
choice admission applications. In total
we currently have 298 application for
either first, second or third choice. This
means we will be oversubscribed once
again next academic year.
In addition to this predictions and mock
exam results for current Year 11 are
very encouraging. The school saw a
significant improvement overall last
academic year and indications are we
should do the same this year. Current
predictions indicate we may be back
more in line with national average in
August, which is where we need to
be. Any improvement is good but that
would be fantastic just two years after

-0.39, which in League tables saw us
classified as below national average.
This was a huge improvement on the
2018 figure which was -0.7, which
classified the school as “well below
national average”. If the Department
for Education published the figure
including calculations based around
numbers of Pupil premium children and
those eligible for Free school meals
then the school would have a Progress
8 figure in 2019 of +0.04, which means
we would be dead on the National
average figure of 0. We improved over
a third of a grade on average in one
year from 2018-19. If this is repeated
this academic year then we should
hit or be very close to the national
average figure.
As always huge amount of work
by students, staff and parents go
into whatever results students
get. Year 11 Parents should be
receiving a fortnightly newsletter
with key events, strategies,
initiatives and tips to help their child
succeed. Mr Parker has launched
a #Onetermtomakeadifference
campaign, which is going down well
with students and parents alike.
A reminder please that all students
are expected to have bags as part
of their uniform and all students
have organisers. Please support us
with this. The amount of homework
students received last academic year
increased significantly and this should
remain at similar levels. Bags are
essential. Also can we once again
Parents of Year 11 students that we
fund a large part of the Prom as a
reward and there are conditions for
receiving an invite, which all students
are aware of. Therefore, please do not
make any purchases towards Prom
attire until your child has received an
invite.
Social media is a useful technological
tool for communication, however it is
all too frequently abused. Like other
schools Seaham High is occasionally

named in negative posts on occasion.
Can we remind parents that posting
comments about the school, which
are defamatory, naming staff or
other students or making them easily
identifiable is not acceptable. The
school will expect them to be removed
if requested and is willing to take legal
action if necessary. Could we also
remind parents to treat any comments
they may read with caution. It would
be inappropriate for the school to
respond to individual comments and
therefore somewhat unfairly don’t have
a right of reply. There are always two
sides to every story and what one
child or parent may think is a clear cut
case of bullying or aggression may
not be the same interpretation held
by another child or parent or in fact
bear any resemblance to what actually
happened.

Staying safe- Some issues
we need to raise awareness of
with parents are;
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A N T I - B U L LY I N G
As a school we are always trying to look for
ways that we can support our students. In
school we have Peer Mentors who are trained to
help listen to students with problems. We have
found that a lot of students find it easier to talk
to one of their peers, rather than speaking to an
adult, so the group is very successful.

Say NO
to
BULLYING
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Another way we are trying to get help to
students who may be suffering from bullying
and need support is our Anti-Bullying Post
Box. This is situated in the LRC and it is a
locked box that only Mrs Lowerson-Marshall
can access.
If a student has written an anonymous
message, I use that to write a general piece
of advice that I put on our Anti-bullying
notice board. If the student has an email or
requires further support, I will speak to them
and hopefully offer them the support and
guidance they need.

There are lots of useful websites students
can access to help with these issues or they
can contact their form teacher or myself,
Mrs Lowerson-Marshall.

Useful Websites:
www.childline.org.uk
www.bullying.co.uk

Say NO
to
BULLYING
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NORTHERN SCHOOL
OF ART TRIP
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Year 10 students enjoyed a day of taster workshops at the Northern
School of Art. Students took part in three different sessions;
Textiles- making surface patterns, Fashion- making their patterns into
garments, 3D workshops- making an octopus from willow, they then
went on to design and make some tree house concepts, Fine Artexperimenting with different materials and Photography- producing
photograms in the darkroom.
The students really enjoyed the day and some even
said they would consider going there when they finish
school. Their behaviour was excellent and a real
credit to the school.
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Year 11 leavers
Exhibition
November 2019
During Year 11 certificate evening, an
exhibition of the 2019 year 11 leavers
artwork was displayed in an exhibition.
Once again the work looked fabulous
and really showed off what a talented
year group they were. We wish them all
the best for the future!

ART CLUB

Students in Art club entered a competition, 75 flame
art project.
Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) 2020 will mark
the 75th anniversary of the liberation of AuschwitzBirkenau.
Students were asked to create a memorial flame
using art materials of their choice. They were then
asked to photograph their art work that will become
part of a large scale collage which will be on display
in Durham Cathedral as part of the Holocaust
Memorial Day service, then on display at venues
around the County at future events.
Here is their entry which has been requested to go
on display at County Hall this week and the onto
other venues as the future events take place.

North York Moors
Photography Photoshoot
Year 10 photography students have taken
full advantage of their first of two landscape
photoshoots for their photography GCSE.
Students visited the North York Moors
photographing the iconic scenes of the area
such as Roseberry Topping, Saltburn Pier,
The South Gare and the Transporter Bridge.
Students have used their photographs
from the trip to develop their Photoshop
techniques, and are presenting very
creative responses into their coursework
sketchbooks.
The second photographic landscape shoot
will take place in February for year 10
students. Pupils will be visiting many local
landmarks across the North-East of England.
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Northern
School of Art
Careers Talk
Stuart Featherston from The Northern School of
Art gave a talk to students from Seaham High
School. A range of pupils from year 9, year 10
and year 11 were given the opportunity to see the
vast amount of industries and courses the college
offer.
Students found out that the creative industries
contribute £101.1b per year to the UK economy!
1 in 11 jobs are in the UK Creative economy.
More than a million more creatives work in
creative jobs in other industries.
After the slide show and talk to the whole class,
Stuart then spoke to students on a one to one
basis, showing a variety of student sketchbooks
from the college.
Several students from each of the ten classes
were interested in furthering their knowledge of
the College and discussed possible creative arts
careers.

Some of the Creative Careers are listed below:
Accessories Designer
Advertising Photographer
Animator
Applied Artist
Architect
Art Gallery Manager
Art Therapist
Arts Administrator
Arts Development Officer
Carnival/Theatre Artist
Cartoonist
Cinematographer
Comic Book Artist
Community Artist
Computer Animator
Computer Games Designer
Concept Artist
Costume Designer
Designer Maker
Director
PAGE
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Fashion Designer
Fashion Journalist
Fashion Photographer
Furniture Designer
Games Designer
Giftware Designer
Graphic Designer
Illustrator
Interior Designer
Interior Fabrics Designer
Jewellery Designer
Journalist
Magazine & Editorial Designer
Marketing Account Executive
Men, Women & Children’s Wear Designer
Merchandiser
Model Maker
Product Designer
Production Designer
Psychologist

Retailer
Script Writer
Sculptor
Set Designer
Stylist
Social Media Manager
Social Worker
Surface Pattern Designer
Tattoo Artist
Teacher
Textile Artist
Transport Designer
TV/Film Set And Prop Designer
Videographer
Web Designer
Wedding Photographer
Painter
Pattern Cutter/Grader
Photojournalist
Web Designer

Year 11 Mock exams
December 2019
Year 11 have once again produced some fantastic art work
during their 5 Hour mock exam. As you can see from the
amazing examples of some of the work, there is a fantastic
range of ideas and use of media. Well done year 11!
Adara Scollen

Olivia Roberts

Shelby Wicks

Adele Scollen

Kiera Phenny

Ruby Scollen

Carole-Anne Laws

Ruby Scollen
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This year’s production was a huge success mixing the classic play
‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ with the much-loved songs of The
Beatles. The Drama, Music and Dance Departments came together
along students from across all year groups to produce our own spin
on the fantasy story. The production showcased and celebrated our
talented performers with the introduction of a Live Band. After working
so intensely on the creation of this show, I believe that we have some
of the most committed and artistic young people here at Seaham High
School and would like to thank them for all their time, enthusiasm and
professionalism; they never cease to amaze me! I would also like to
thank staff and parents for their continued support.

rts

eA
v
i
t
a
Cre

C
I
S
U
M

Performance
at the
Christmas
Carol Service
Students from the Year 9 Music class were in
the Christmas spirit with a Performance at the
Christmas Carol Service performing 2 songs
for the entire year 7 cohort. They then followed
this up with a fantastic performance in front of
the whole school the next morning as students
arrived for their lessons. Fantastic effort all round!

Operation Seaham High Spirits
In December the Community Ambassador team and the form
10MAJ decided to collect donations for the food bank and
community toy appeal. All of these donations were going to
Dawdon Community Centre so they could offer these items to
the people who really needed that extra help over the Christmas
period.
From the 3rd December till the 13th December our whole school
collected items that could be brought in and sent to Dawdon
Community Centre and overall we had over 1000 donations
of food and over 100 toys. It was a great team effort and as
community ambassador leaders, I’m proud of how much we were
able to do in quite a short space of time.
On the day of the 18th the community team and students from
10MAJ packed up all the items and helped load all of them
into the van destined for the community centre. It was a great
experience and we had lots of fun wearing our Santa hats. We
hope for this to be an initiative that can continue in the future,

A big thank you goes out to the whole of Seaham
High School and the people that have provided
support
Max Ebdy
Luis Welburn
Sarah Feechan
Jessica Harris
Molly Cheetham
Elena Ramshaw
Jude Thompson
Lily Davison
Kieranjit Dhanda

Karemjit Dhanda
Abby Kavanagh
Liam Bacon
Kyle Bacon
Mrs J Malone
Miss R Hood
Miss Thynne
Mr Henderson

Thank you for your continued support in everything,
Ella Holt ☺
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Young Carer
Christmas Crafts Afternoon
On Wednesday 18th December 2020, the
Young Carers team held an afternoon of
Christmas crafts for our Young Carers.
Students from across KS3 and KS4 gathered
together for an afternoon making Christmas
cards, decorating shortbread decorations and
cupcakes. This was a lovely afternoon where
our Young Carers had the opportunity to make
friends with other Young Carers without the
pressures that they may feel at home.
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Open Evening

On Tuesday 1st October 2019, we once again
held our annual Open Evening for Y6 students and
their parents / carers. This year, to give the event
an added twist, we decided to give the evening a
‘Game of Life’ theme. This allowed departments
to highlight the potential career pathways that are
linked to their subject areas, and gave our visitors
the opportunity to discover more information about
the type of careers that might be available to them
in the future, as well as facts about the potential
salary and benefits linked with each job!

had a busy evening touring the school in order
to find it! However, the benefits of doing so were
obvious, as each corridor was filled with exciting
and engaging activities for the young people to try.
It was wonderful to see the enthusiasm with which
they entered each classroom and got stuck into
the weird and wonderful things that were going
on within. As ever, the evening showcased the
remarkable enthusiasm of Seaham staff, who each
year pride themselves on out-doing anything that
took place the previous year.

Just as they did for our ‘Cluedo’-themed evening
a year ago, our cunning team of technicians did a
sterling job of spreading the information needed
to win the competition right around the school,
meaning that our future students and their guests

The lucky winner of our ‘Game of Life’
competition was Emmeline Collings from St
Mary Magdalen’s school, who received a visit
from Mr Lumsdon the following day to
present her prize. Well done Emmeline!
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TECHNOLOGY
Laying the foundations
for students’ success!
Passing the BTEC construction and the built
environment with Merit, Travis Crowley aged 15,
said: “I really enjoyed the construction site visit.
Having the benefit of visualising answers and
completing a worksheet onsite, really helped train
my brain for the exam. Seeing and speaking to the
construction workers has inspired me to pursue a
construction career.”

Construction students from Seaham are building
a brighter future, thanks to an onsite teaching
experience which has seen exam results soar.
28 students from Seaham High School visited
Keepmoat Homes’ Byron Mews development in
the town, which is part of the Durham Villages
Regeneration Company (DVRC) portfolio. A
partnership between Durham County Council
and Keepmoat Homes, DVRC is delivering new
affordable housing and supporting local authority
and community initiatives throughout the county.
The students enjoyed a tour of the development,
talks from trade and construction staff and the
opportunity to take part in some brick laying.
Lee Holtby, Head of Technology at Seaham High
School, said: “The site visit to Byron Mews, really
helped to bring the theoretical side of the BTEC
Construction and the build environment to life, for
the students. Consequently, this was reflected
in the pupils’ exam results this year, with over a
90% increase in those attaining a pass at Level 2.”
Following the exam successes, six of the students
have enrolled at East Durham College to pursue
construction and/or engineering qualifications.
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Geoff Scott, Social and Economic Impact Manager
with Keepmoat Homes in the North East, added:
“Keepmoat Homes is passionate about supporting
the communities in which we work. It is vital that
through initiatives like DVRC and in particular this
project we are investing in tomorrow’s workforce,
providing support, opportunities and training for
the next generation of construction professionals.”
Byron Mews is one of four lives sites being
developed by DVRC, the others include Coppice
Heights at Dipton, The Fell, Chester-le-Street and
Woodland Mews, Peterlee.
Since formation in 2001 the partnership has
invested over £150 million, creating almost 2,000
homes – around 25% of them for shared ownership
or affordable rent. A unique profit-sharing
arrangement has also provided funds in support of
local authority initiatives and services.

Above: Daniel Robinson Site Manager with Keepmoat Homes,
Teacher Mr Hugh McCracken, students Travis Crowley and Stefen
Avadanai and Geoff Scott of Keepmoat
Left: Students Stefen Avadanai (left) and Travis Crowley (right).

Technology
Awards
During the school’s christmas
awards assemblies the Technology
department handed out its usual
selection of well deservied treats and
prizes for all the students who have
really worked exceptionally well this
year in their respective subjects that
they are undertaking. Well done to
all that were nominated and we look
forward to handing out more awards
at Easter.

Keepmoat visit
During the last few days before Christmas the technology department invited Keepmoat in to speak to
Y9 & Y10 students about the construction industry. Geoff Scott (Social & Economic impact manager)
spoke to students about the current parkside development being constructed in parkside Seaham.
He also gave an insight into what is required to work within the trade aswell as discussing potential
earnings and routes into the profession through local colleges and training centres.

Catering – Chef of the Month

November Chef of the month
making amazing looking cakes

December Chef of the month
Y10’s making Choux pastry

December Chef of the month
Y10’s making Choux pastry
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YEAR 7
This first term with year 7 of 2019 has been a term to remember. We
have welcomed a hard-working, dedicated and commited year group
to Seaham High school and I am excited to watch their success as they
grow. We have had many opportunities for celebration so far this year and
I would like to share just a few of the amazing things our year group have
done so far.
Our year 7 students are asked to take part in the
Reading Olympics at Seaham High school as part of
our literacy programme. This sees our students win
awards for things such as: the most words read, the
most books completed, the student whose reading
age increases the most and many more! This first
term we celebrated with Emily Marley, Charlotte Taylor
and Charlie Moon for the hurdle champion award and
Chloe Jones, Harry Beston and Jack Brown for the long
distance word runner, to name just a few of the worthy
Reading Olympics winners.
We enjoyed re-enacting battles scenes with home
made shields in history, where our winning student
was Syed Shah for his amazing interpretation of a
Roman battle shield. We also enjoyed fabulous food
in technology with some of our worthy winners: Chloe
Jones, Chloe Carrigan, Amber Hubbard, Daniel Peverly,
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Jessikah Coakley, Jennifer Lauder and Emily Evans.
We even celebrated Brendan Atkinson’s amazing
contribution to helping others around the school, which
Mrs carr was honoured to present to Brendan for being
such a positive influence around the school in general.
Well done Brendan!
We also celebrated over 70 year 7 students, who
achieved 100% attendance during the first term. Then
our prestigious Bronze award for attendance and
behaviour was presented to 45 year 7 students.
I feel that this has been a brilliant start to the year for
our year 7 students and hope to build on these solid
foundations going forward. Keep up the hard work
year 7!
Miss H. Ledger

Seaham High School
Wins Award
Seaham High School’s Young Carers
Group won a Special Achievement Award
at the Family Action Awards in November.
The ceremony took place at Hardwick Hall
and was an inspiring evening.
The evening was organised to celebrate the
excellent work that schools, organisations
and young people themselves provide for
families who need support.
The school runs a very successful Young
Carers Group and we try really hard to help
support our Young Carers by offering drop
in sessions and a profile card which informs
staff of any extra help they can offer the
young carer to aid their learning.
Many other awards were given out at the
ceremony, including Brendan Atkins who
received an award for his contribution to
support groups in the area.

Young Carers
In school, we have more than 40 students who are Young
Carers. A young carer is an exceptional young person who
is under 18 who helps look after someone in their family, or
a friend, who is ill, disabled or misuses drugs or alcohol.
As you can imagine this can be very challenging for the
student who not only has to complete work at school but
also has these extra responsibilities at home.

dispensations that the young carer needs in order to help
them complete their work successfully, as well as being
able to look after their dependent at home. These cards are
really helpful in alleviating some anxieties that the student
may have about being a young carer, as they may need
a little extra support with homework or an extra day to
complete the task.

At Seaham School, we hold the Young Carers
Neighbourhood Charter, which proves that our school is
doing its upmost to provide support for young carers. One
way we do this is to provide young carers with a profile
card. This card provides teachers information about the
young carer in their class and on the card; it shows the

These cards have been very successful and are not to
be used as a method of not doing work, but are used to
provide understanding, support and help to ensure that our
young carers are successful in school in spite of having
extra responsibilities to look after at home.
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YEAR 8
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It’s hard to believe but we are now half way through
year 8 and this year has seen some big changes not
least the change in form time. The increased time
added in the mornings has given form tutors time to
get to know their forms better and help extend and
cement their learning. Numeracy and literacy skills
with weekly equipment checks help ensure all pupils
are prepared and ready to learn. Tutors also get the
pleasure of distributing reward points with pupils keen
to learn how many Stars of the Lesson they have
earned. A huge congratulations at this point to Kelsey
Thompson in 8COE who became the first pupil to win
a postcard. That means Kelsey has earned sixteen
Responsible Star of the Lessons since the start of
term and I don’t see her stopping there. I know there
are plenty of other pupils wishing to emulate this and
anticipate handing out many more postcards in the
coming months.

In September and October, we had the Rugby World
Cup in Japan. As part of this International event we
held a Yr8 sweepstake with each Form Class picking
a top and lower seed from the available teams. It
was great to watch as England 8ADI advanced all the
way to the Final
but unfortunately
South Africa 8COE
just managed to
spoil the party.
For 8COE the
disappointment
was short lived
however as the
winning Rugby Ball
Pinata was swiftly
broken open and
the spoils shared.

Also part of form time are the Weekly assemblies.
These help keep pupils informed of school issues
and the wider community with topics such as school
expectations, careers, democracy, anti-bullying,
remembrance and organ transplants this year. The
latter was particularly prevalent as we have a pupil
in year 8 who has been in hospital going through this
and it was a chance to show all pupils what she was
going through. Thanks to Mr Fullerton for leading this
assembly and sharing his own family experiences of
how organ donation really can change a life and those
around them. I am pleased to say she is now doing
well and we look forward to welcoming her back later
in the year.

In December Election day was looming and all Year
groups were asked into the hall for an hour. Teachers
representing all the main local parties then spoke
to us about their manifestos before questions were
fielded to them from the assembled audience (pupils).
It was my pleasure to sit through this and I was proud
to watch how Year 8 listened and then interacted
with some excellent questions that would not be out
of place in the real TV Debates held at the time. A
huge Year 8 thankyou to Mr Harbron for organising
and chairing this, and all teachers involved for being
so unbiased in representing parties that they did not
necessarily share the opinions of. This session was
interactive, energetic and life affirming as teachers
and pupils debated problems that really do affect us
every day.

The first term was finished off with a celebration
assembly recapping and celebrating all the good work
that has happened so far this school year. A massive
well done to all forms and pupils who won prizes
for most 6R points. Big winners on the day include
Decon Wilson 8EVL who took away two prizes for
most Responsive and Risk Taker points, with 8NIL
and 8KIB both winning two awards for forms with most
points. For this they won shields to display in their
forms this term, but will they be able to retain them
with other forms snapping at their heels. As well as
celebrating work across most subjects which included
some fantastic examples of work in Technology,
Art, Spanish and Humanities Mrs O’Brien has also
launched a Literacy games. Here pupils won awards
like Hurdle Champion for overcoming hurdles when
reading or Book Sprinter for reading most books. The
technicians here at school did a fantastic job making
a podium with pupils given bronze, silver and gold
medals to celebrate their achievements. A great
way to reward pupils who have worked so hard and
achieved so much in a short period of time.

A new addition to the calendar at the start of the year
was Exam Weeks to be held three times a year with
pupils in Year 8 not only being tested but learning
valuable skills that will set them up for the rest of their
time with us. In form time they have been taught how
to create Mind Maps and Flash Cards during revision
weeks before the exams and this was echoed in class
with some fantastic revision techniques used to help
pupils prepare. I particularly liked the use of Revision
Clocks in Humanities with pupils actively involved in
preparing their own revision materials.

PAGE

19

YEAR 9
Welcome to our second term at Seaham High School! I think everyone would agree that
our first term of year 9 has been a huge success. I would like to share with you some
more of the fantastic things your child has been doing at school.

Reward Points

The Year 9 students have amassed a huge
98974 6R reward points, well done!
Special mention to 9CUJ, who lead the way
with 14400 points collectively as a tutor group.
I am thrilled that the students are showing
such an excellent attitude in lessons and a real
enthusiasm to learn.

Attendance
9HAR were the tutor group this term with the
best overall attendance, I would also like to
congratulate the students in the year group who
still have a perfect 100% attendance score; let’s
see if you can keep it up until the end of the
year!

Celebra tion Assembly
Well done to all the Year 9 students who received
an award in the celebration assembly at the end of
last term It was a very fitting culmination of the last
half term. I would especially like to congratulate:
James Cox 9ATC, Sophie Robinson 9JOS, Anne
Richardson JOS and Teyah-Ann Stothard 9CUJ
who have the highest amount of 6R points in the
year group. Congratulations and well done to all
involved! 32 students received the bronze certificate
for 100% attendance and zero negative points over
one term. At the end of the Easter term the silver
certificate will be available for students for 100%
attendance and zero negative points over two
terms.
Please continue to send your child to school in
the correct uniform, we really want our Year 9
students to be shining examples to the rest of
the school and this includes making sure they
look their best at all times! Remember part of
the uniform is carrying a bag.
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Students must also have the correct equipment
every day, this includes a pen, pencil and a
ruler. Could I ask that we all work together to
ensure students are prepared for learning.

YEAR 11
Review of the
Autumn Term

I have been greatly impressed by the work
ethic shown by year 11 as a whole this year.
Pupils have embraced the flip learning
folders that they were issued in October and
are using them to great effect for revision
planning. Please ask to see your child’s folder
if you have not already done so, we have put
great emphasis on planning their revision
sessions and they have gained 100s of points
towards Prom by completing the sheets.
It was pleasing to see 80% attendance at our
parents evening and a fantastic turnout to our
preparing for success information evening.
Our pupils value your support.

Inflatespace

In December we took 100 of our year 11 pupils
to Inflatespace in Newcastle giving them an
opportunity to unwind and relax after their mock
exams in November.
The inflatable theme park was a fantastic venue
allowing pupils to bounce and let off steam. The
event was enjoyed by all who attended.
Some even ventured onto the space rider - the
longest zip coaster in Europe.
A reward
well
earned.

We know the next few months will be
challenging for our year 11 pupils as they
move into the final exam windows. We have
suggested ensuring pupils give time to
themselves at home as well as towards their
study.
In school our period 6 revision and
intervention sessions run after school every
night (3-4pm)
These sessions give teachers and pupils vital
time to enhance their learning and fill any
gaps in knowledge. This extra hour in the day
will pay off in the final exams.

Celebration Assembly

In Decembers celebration assembly we gave
out hundreds of certificates for attendance,
and attitude to learning.
We gave out our Bronze awards which will
be the final chance for our year 11 pupils to
move towards a Gold award at Seaham High
School.
Year Leader Progress awards were given
to Ella Holt and Joshua Rutherford and a
attainment award was given to Thomas
Callan.

Santa Dash & Prom

term we had a Santa dash
In the final week of the autumn
our prom.
for
s
event in school to raise fund
to dash around the school
Year 11 pupils were sponsored
ying a disco for the last
enjo
re
befo
grounds in Santa suits
period of the day.
ed out and we raised over
The other year groups also help
£1500 in funds.
to get excited about Prom.
I know year 11 pupils are starting
be held at Beamish Hall on
This year’s school prom is to
Tuesday 30th June 2020.
attire until your child
Please do not purchase Prom
PAGE
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Further details will
letter closer to the time.

YEAR 10

Year 10 have had a great start to the year with many things to celebrate,
we are moving in a positive direction and I feel very proud to be their Year
Leader. Please see below for some examples of their great work.

Celebration Assembly

We’ve had our first celebration assembly of year 10,
I’m so proud of everyone that received a shout out,
especially those who have received a certificate or
prize. We have new trophies for our 6R Form winners,
thank you Mr Spence.

Looking Ahead
We are already a third of our way through year 10, we
only have 5 terms left at Seaham High, it is so important
that we use this time effectively to ensure we reach
our maximum potential in year 11. As said before, our
future at Seaham High School is going to contribute
greatly towards our paths in life. It is therefore essential
we knuckle down and give it our best in everything
we do. They aren’t going to be the easiest years, so
communication between staff, pupils and parents/carers
needs to be stronger than ever.
If at any time there are any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact myself or the school.

Let us work together as a team and support one another
to achieve the excellent results our children deserve.
Happy New Year everyone, I wish you all the best for
2020
Mr Green

Year 10 Achievement Leader

‘Believe in no limits and be the best version of you’.

Greeny Beany Award

The ‘Greeny Beany Socks’ are proving to be a massive
hit with year 10. So far, I have given away at least 25
pairs of socks, these have been awarded to people
who were nominated by their teachers and peers.
Please remember, anyone can nominate a year 10
student for this award by contacting myself.
In every celebration assembly there will be a special
challenge, the winner will receive the legendary
‘Greeny Beany Socks’. Unfortunately, no one won the
special Christmas challenge, it was to eat two crackers
in minute, we had some good tries though.
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Christmas Quiz
In December, we held a
Christmas Quiz for year 10’s
friends and family. The
money raised from this
event contributed towards
our ongoing fund raising
for prom 2021. We raised
around £200. A big shout
out to Billie-Leigh Tasker and
Joseph Beattie for organising
an amazing quiz. We can’t
wait for the next one.

HOT CHOCOLATE
FRIDAY
At the end of last term,
I invited students for a
celebratory hot chocolate
(with marshmallows of
course). This was a reward for
students who had a predicted
progress score of 0 or above.
This progress score means
they are on par (score of 0) or
above other students across
the UK with a similar ability.
A big shout out to the kitchen
staff for helping with the hot
chocolate.

Halloween Disco
In October, we held a Halloween disco for
year 7 and year 8, this was to contribute
towards the ongoing fund raising for prom
2021. We raised around £400, our ‘Spooky
Corridor’ massively contributed towards this
amount. A big shout out to Brogan Defty,
Millie Mustard and Lewis Marchant for
organising an enjoyable and very successful
event.
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On the 3rd of October, 2019, year 7 and year
8 students took part in the National Poetry
Day competition entitled ‘Through Their Eyes.’
This competition required students to write
from someone or something’s point of view.
This wide-ranging scope helped to promote
a plethora of themes and topics ranging
from poem’s from the point of view of world
famous footballers such as Cristiano Ronaldo,
controversial political leaders like Donald Trump
and even from the point of view of a Gregg’s
Sausage Roll. This helped to provide some
wonderful and insightful poems which captured
the imagination of students and resulted in
some fantastic responses.

•

Poppy Lash

•

Amber Hubbard

•

Daisy Walton

•

Maisie Willis

•

Amelia Purvis

•

Josh Middleton

•

Leonie Thompson

•

Grace Elwick

•

Emily Thompson

•

Jack McGough

•

Cydney Neal

•

Shane Wilcokc

•

Carly Gippert

Poems were sent off to the competition and
we are delighted to announce that 17 students
were chosen to be published:

•

Anna Mastrangelo

SORT IT OUT

Congratulations to those students, as well as
everybody who took part!
Our students are always trying to find ways to help
them study and 10p1 really excelled themselves
when using ‘table writing’ to help them organise
their thoughts and ideas. The method allows them
to move their ideas around the table,
make notes, erase them and re-think their
responses. It proved extremely valuable
when working out the most effective use
of the writer’s language whilst studying A
Christmas Carol.
By using innovative and creative ways
to learn, students are able to engage
with their learning, which helps them
to remember key facts and concepts.
Not only was learning at an optimum,
students thoroughly enjoyed the activitiy.
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CAREERS & NECOP
NECOP –
FutureMe
Program
Overview

We are continuing to participate in the
FutureMe program available through
the North East Collaborative Outreach
Programme (NECOP). It aims to support
students in making informed decisions
about higher education opportunities.
This academic year has seen the following
activities
Year 9
Following an introductory assembly
students participated in various activities.
The Destination Success Theatre
Performance was watched by the entire
year group, the actors introduced
students to the diverse range of courses
and routes available and how there are
many different learning routes into every
profession.
The Buzz workshop with David Hodgson
allowed the entire year group to discover
their personality strengths in an interactive
and fun session. Students can then apply
their increased self-awareness to boost
their confidence and learning.
A revision techniques workshop for 30
minutes was delivered to every class over
the course of a day by Clara Newman a
Higher Education Ambassador based at
the University of Sunderland. Students
discussed their preferred revision
techniques and which best suited their
needs.
Year 10
Seven students have begun their
undergraduate mentoring program. This
aims to develop students understanding
of higher education and the skills needed
to make effective progress through their
studies. After the launch event students
will attend six workshops followed by a
celebration event held at University of
Sunderland.

VEX IQ Challenge
We used some of the
FutureMe program
funding to allow nine
Year 9 students to spend
a day preparing to enter
their first VEX IQ robot
challenge with Michael
Nelson from CAD2CODE.
The equipment was
funded by Nissan and the
Reece Foundation.
A team of eight Year 9 students attended a regional event
held at Gateshead College SASMI at Nissan. They built
a robot using the VEX IQ kit that was driveable using a
remote, and programmable to complete a course gaining
points. Points were awarded for picking up cubes or
spheres and moving them to other areas. After a practise
round they competed against other teams in various
matches.
They also completed a skills challenge and received the
Robot Skills Champion Award.
They were second overall on the day, eighteen teams
competed. Their total points score ranks the team currently
in the top 25% in the UK.
This allowed them to qualify for the National Finals in Telford
at the end of February. The event is held over two days
with up to 60 teams from all around the UK attending.
Award winners qualify for a World Championship event.
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SCIENCE
This academic year has been a year all about
measured change within the Science faculty. The
staff new to the school including myself feel at home
and established and a great deal of this is down to
the way that the students at Seaham High School
have welcomed us. Our standardised approach to
the delivery of lessons continues to be embedded
into our day to day teaching practice and this has
meant an improvement in the teaching and learning
in the Science faculty. January saw the launch of
the Sunrise Science revision drop in targeted at
Y11 where students in Year 11 can come into the
department to work from 8am in the morning and be
supported by staff. We will also shortly be launching
an afterschool provision on a Thursday targeted
at students in Year 10 to provide booster lessons
focused on particular key areas within Science.
Mr Thomlinson has led the Science faculty drive to
incorporate STEM into a range of extra-curricular
initiatives. The school has entered a team into
the first ever Lego Robotics League – our faculty
robot (named by the students – Rey). A team of
students have spent hours after school lovingly

making adapting and remaking Rey whilst learning
how to program the robot so that it is able to act
independently.
The STEM Science club has gone from strength
to strength on a Tuesday night after school with
students partaking in the paper plane challenge,
wearable tech challenge, chemical reactions,
Christmas themed chemistry and frequent
explosions, dissections with regular doses of awe
and wonder thrown in for good measure.
Miss Fletcher has led the Science faculty in the
running of a number of educational visits. So far
we have taken 45 year 7 students to the Centre for
Life in Newcastle, where they investigated the pH
of different acids and alkalis, explored the science
exhibits, watched a fun science show and even
displayed their ice skating skills! The University of
Sunderland were invited into school to talk to our
year 10 students about a career in medicine. We
also have a number of different visits coming up,
including ‘A Journey into Engineering’ at Newcastle
University and Durham University’s science festival.

Kitchen Science Corner
Learning about how polar animals stay warm in temperatures well below
freezing is fascinating. This edition of Kitchen science corner is a physical
demonstration of one of the adaptations animals like polar bears, penguins,
seals, whales, and walruses have evolved to live in some of the harshest
conditions on the planet.
The adaptation we will be simulating is the thick layer of blubber underneath
the skin of polar animals that provides insulation and warmth. Here is a simple
experiment to show how effective blubber is at keeping an animal warm.
What you will need:
• A bowl of ice water
• Paper towels
• Some kind of solid fat, such as lard, or a vegetable based fat like Trex
• A stopwatch
The experiment is simple. First, have the victim subject of the experiment
put their hand in the bowl of icy water, and tell them to remove their hand
when it becomes uncomfortable. Time how long this takes.
Next, smear a good thick lick layer of your chosen fat around one of their
fingers. Polar animals can have anything from a few centimetres to half a
meter of insulating blubber around their bodies, so don’t be scared to apply
a nice thick layer.
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Once they are ‘blubbered up’, have the subject place their finger in the
ice water. As before, tell them to remove their finger when it becomes
uncomfortable. Compare the difference in time between the insulated and
non-insulated test.

LEGO FB
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L I T E R AC Y
Hot Chocolate

Celebrations
This term, students have taken part in
morning interventions as part of our
campaign to improve literacy and numeracy
across the school. Over 100 students from
Years 7, 8 & 10 took part in various activities,
including a Lexia club, a Symphony Maths
club and a paired reading club in which our
Year 8 & 10 students teamed up
to help improve fluency in reading.
Many of the Year 10 students
used this experience as part of the
Volunteering effort for their Duke of
Edinburgh award.
As a way of thanking all of the
students for their hard work and
commitment to their learning, we
hosted a hot chocolate and croissant
breakfast club for them all, which
proved to be a huge success with
many requests for this to become a regular
event. Watch out in the next newsletter for
more information.

Lego Club
Christmas Competition
Lego Club takes place after school every
Wednesday until 4.00pm. Our Christmas
competition winner was created by Year 7
Joel Oakley with a fantastic Santa design.
We’re excited to see what students will
create over the next term with our theme
of risk taking.
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Accelerated Reader
100% Book Quiz
Christmas Competition

Seaham High Library

Homework Club is proving extremely
popular, with students taking advantage
of our fantastic facilities. Students can get
help with research and revision techniques
and can also use the computers and
printers available. Lots of our Year 7
students are using it to complete the Power
Up Literacy programme.
Homework Club is available every
lunchtime and after school until 4.00pm
Monday to Thursday.

Year 7 & 8 students have taken part in our Accelerated
Reader Christmas Competition. Students who gained
100% on their book quiz were asked to decorate a
bauble for our Accelerated Reader Christmas tree,
these were then put into a prize draw and the lucky
winner was Annalise Hunter. Well done Annalise! She
managed to complete a fantastic number of book
quizzes over the term.

Visiting Author, Dan Smith
Author, Dan Smith, visited Seaham High School this term and
what an amazing visit it was. 60 of our year 7 students were
lucky enough to be able to take part in workshops throughout the
day and produce some fantastic pieces of writing.
Here at Seaham High School we put reading and writing at the
forefront of learning and therefore having authors come to visit is
an absolute pleasure and joy.
Dan has written five books for young adults:
• The Big Game • My Friend the Enemy
• Boy X		

• Below Zero

• She Wolf

• My Brother’s Secret

His books are mostly in the adventure genre with some having
historical content. The adventures in his books reflect the
adventures in his early life, which was thrilling and exciting for a
young boy.
The workshops he delivered were based around creating plots,
characters’ motivations, tone and setting allowing our students
to experience first-hand the thrill of ‘writing with a writer.’
One of the nicest things Dan said about our students is that
they are all incredibly well-behaved and very keen on their
reading and in particular some of the short pieces of writing our
students produced. He praised the school for everything we
do to encourage our students to become avid readers.
We look forward to inviting Dan back to Seaham High School to
share his expertise once more.
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L I T E R AC Y
READY, STEADY, READ
All of our year 7 & 8 students have taken part in
the Ready, Steady, Read Olympics this term, which
involves reading both at school and home. There
are six awards:
• The Hurdle Champion – student who has
overcome the most obstacles to reading
• The Long Distance Word Runner – student who
has read the most words
• The Book Sprinter – student who has read the
most books
• The Long Jump Champion – student whose
reading age has increased the most (only
awarded at the end of every term)
The High Jump Champion – student who has •
achieved the most 100% scores on the reading
quizzes
• The Solo Contestant Award – student who reads
the most at home.
Each of the categories has a Bronze, Silver and Gold
award and these are given out at the end of every

Year 7
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half term. The response has been fantastic this
year with more students reading for pleasure than
we have ever seen at Seaham High School. Their
enthusiasm for reading has been phenomenal and
this can only serve to improve, not only their literacy
skills, but also their understanding of the world
around us.
Well done to all students who took part and
especially to the winners.
October Gold Award Winners:
Dean Moore, Grace Dickinson, Rhianna McGuire,
Joe Copsey, Bailey Horn, Milad Al-Sammack,
Harley Lindsay, Mackenzie Armstrong, Ryan
Taylor, Gyulyay Nasif.
December Gold Award Winners:
Charlie Moon, Jack Brown, Josh Anderson,
Katie Dixon, Sasha Edwards, Bailey Horn, Neida
Venckunaite, Carrie Hanson, James Cook, Sam
Baker, Niall Arkley, Olivia McCarthy.

Year 8

HUMANITIES
Genius Geographer
Genius Geographer launched in September 2019 to inspire and
reward students who show a commitment to Geography both in and
outside of lesson time. Students in each year group are nominated by
their classroom teachers at the end of each half term and winners are
randomly selected. There have been two groups of winners so far!

Bringing
industry into
the classroom

• Year 7: Matthew Sutton and Jack McGough

• Year 8: Kayla Hall and Ann-Louise Hesslewood
• Year 9: Amy Hall and Imogen Lindsay-King

• Year 10: Josh Mullen and Thomas Bainbridge

• Year 11: Robyn Thompson and Nathan Iredale
Huge congratulations to
all of last term’s winners
– if you would like more
information on how
to be next half term’s
Genius Geographer,
speak to Miss Hood or
Miss Murray for more
information. Winners
receive a postcard
home, a cake and hot
chocolate at brunch with
a friend of their choice.

In October BTEC Travel and
Tourism students across year 9,10
and 11 took part in a workshop
with the Manager of Hays Travel
Sharon Clyde. Sharon kindly
agreed to come into school and
deliver a session on Hays Travel.
The interactive session covered
the business operations of Hays,
and the impact of the recent
Thomas Cook collapse on the
tourism industry. Students came
with prepared questions in relation
to their studies and collected some
valuable research which will be
used to support their studies.
A big thank you to Hays Travel
their support. Mrs Malone

History Remembrance

November was an important month for the History Department as Seaham High School took part in remembrance
commemorations. Student Ambassadors did a fantastic job raising money for the Royal British Legion by selling
poppies in the build up to Remembrance Day. Billie-Leigh Tasker, Luis Welburn and Aimee Parker demonstrated their
resilience and risk taking by also taking part in remembrance assemblies led by Mr Kirtley that were delivered to each
year group between November 4th and November 8th. On Monday 11th November the whole school took part in a
service of remembrance involving a reflection from Mr Kirtley, a reading by Aimee Parker, a rendition of the Last Post
and a march and salute from pupil Cadets led by Mrs Haswell. A huge thanks to all of our pupils for showing their
respect for our armed forces, both past and present.

Geog ra phy Film Club
Film Club will be starting again after
the February half term holidays. If any
student is interested in coming along
they are more than welcome, just bring
you lunch up to Humanities and enjoy
the delights of Sir David Attenborough!
Any students wanting to know more
information please see Miss Hood.
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SUPPOR T
BTEC Animal Care
Kirtley Hall
Zoological Gardens

Dogs Trust visit
Katie from the fabulous charity Dogs Trust,
talked to BTEC Animal Care students
about their removing centre in Darlington.
Students learned about the Trust and the
amazing work they do and are planning a
visit in the summer term to volunteer for
the day.
She spoke about careers in the Trust and
how staff and volunteers all work together
to take care of the dogs, in particular
reversing aggressive behaviour and
reducing stress levels.
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Seaham High School students
studying BTEC in Animal Care,
Miss Brown and Mrs Curtis
visited Kirtley Hall Zoological
Garden to gain experience
of working with animals.
Students saw a wide range of
animals from all over the world
including bush dogs, ring tailed lemurs, wallabies,
African pigmy goats and a red crowned crane.
They carried out observational checklists on various
animals and learnt the feeding routines of different
species. Students got up close and personal with
a bearded dragon and discovered interesting facts
regarding their habitat and how they blend into their
environment and change colour when experiencing
different emotions.
Although it was a cold winters day, all students
enjoyed the visit and learnt invaluable information
needed to complete their BTEC assignments.

M
U
L
U
IC
R
R
U
C
Y
C
N
E
T
E
P
M
O
C
D R O P D O W N DAY –
PA N T O M IM E T H E M E D
Friday 13th, unlucky for some but not Competency
Curriculum students in years 7 and 8. They participated in a
fun filled, action packed drop down day based on Christmas
Pantomimes.
In the morning, vital skills were taught in small groups to
develop student’s memory recall, ability to follow instructions
and how to listen effectively. All these skills were taught doing
hands on activities which pupils enjoyed immensely. Students
were also given the opportunity to dress up in Pantomime
outfits, kindly donated for the day by In Your Face Theatre
group and experimented with applying makeup on our very
own Pantomime Dame, Mr Lax.

We finished off the day with a trip to see Cinderella at
Sunderland Empire Theatre, this enrichment opportunity gave
some pupils the chance to see the inside of a theatre for the
first time. They were in awe as they walked through the door
and saw the grand staircase and they thoroughly enjoyed the
show, particularly Buttons and the Fairy Godmother played by
Scarlett Moffat.
A fantastic day was had by all, thanks to Miss Brown for
organising it and Mr Lax and Mrs Harrison for delivering
the lessons. Our next Drop Down Day will be celebrating
America’s Independence Day and will take place on Friday
3rd July.
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Y11 Spanish

For over a year now our Year 11 Spanish group
have been working alongside Durham University,
taking part in weekly Spanish online conversation
sessions with undergraduate mentors. This peer
mentoring program has been a huge success and
through our collaboration with online group Peerz
Academy we were extremely happy that the NCFE
(Northern Council for Further Education) wanted to
come into our school to listen, record and promote
our students experiences. Very proud of the
continued hardworking, mature approach from this
group of students.

MFL
Spanish SALAD day

In Spanish we embraced SALAD day
(Speaking and Listening all day). Year 7
enjoyed being competitive in the sentence
stealer game, and they showed fantastic
resilience in their paired speaking challenge.

Spanish Autumn Awa

rds

Reading Rockstar:
Olivia Williamson Y7
Grammar Genius:
Faith Callaghan Y8
Homework Hero:
Matthew Wilson Y8
Writing Wonder:
Deacon Bird Y10
Top Translator:
Josh Mullen Y10

Y11 MFL Mocks Exams

A very well done to all German and Spanish students
who completed the mock assessments. Students
showed resilience and increased independent
revision. Ongoing use of our revision platforms;
Kerbodle, Pearson Activelearn, Memrise and
GCSEPod contributed to some fantastic results and
with one more final push we are confident that we
will see some fantastic results in Languages.

Spanish Linguist of the Month
Awarded to:

Grace Elwick
For:

For: Fantastic effort in class and outstanding
assessment results
Awarded by:

Miss J Pyke - Head of Spanish
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Bien hecho. Felicidades

S
H
T
MA
Mastering
Mathematics

Our year seven, eight and nine students are
currently study a Mastery curriculum. They enjoy
using a variety of manipulatives to investigate
topics and deepen their understanding. Students
are taught to ‘Bar Model’ in order to solve many
Mathematical problems, moving to working
through abstract
concepts, often
in groups or as a
whole class.

United Kingdom
Maths Challenge

Watch this space for the results of the
intermediate Maths challenge which our
Maths Gurus in year 9 and 10 sat earlier this
term. We’re hoping for some Kangaroos from
these great Mathematicians.

Walking Talking
Mocks are just ‘Too
Good!’ says Sam in
year 11
They offer students the opportunity to work
on examination technique; timings, how
to answer multiple choice questions etc.
Students get to work through a past paper
in the examination environment but with
the support and encouragement of their
teachers – an invaluable revision aid.

Chess Club coming
your way soon
Anyone interested in playing chess, whether a
beginner or a current champion, please pop and see
Mr. Lowden in CG8 to find out more and decide on a
suitable time for this.
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Year 11 Revision
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Year 11 students are engaging well in using their
flipped learning folders in Maths. Great websites
such as Corbett Maths and Dr. Frost supply videos
and questions to support students with their
weaker areas. Students love to work on the iPads,
going through past paper questions and getting
instant feedback with worked solutions.

PE
YEAR 7
Year 7 football team has made a really positive
start to the season, winning half of their games
so far, including the first three games of the
season. They have shown signs of becoming
a strong team due to their hard work and team
spirit and will hope to finish the season strongly,
challenging at the top of the league.

YEAR 8
The Year 8 football team have had a difficult
start to the season with some inconsistent
performances and results. Since then the
team have started to put a good run of results
together leaving them flirting with the top of the
table. With only a few games left, hopefully they
will be able to secure a top 3 finish.

YEAR 9
The first term has been a roller coaster for the
year 9 football team. The team has had some
crushing loses and some amazing wins, there
is never a boring game. The team has great
potential and when we play the strongest team
I do believe they could be everyone on the day.
A new student has joined the school recently
and will make a difference a big difference in
the team. Jake Softley is currently top goal
scorer for the team after scoring 4 goals in one
game. There are a few games left of the current
season so hopefully the team can give a big
push before moving into Year 10.

FOOTBALL

Girls Football
Miss Pyke is running our girls football squad,
initially for our year 7 and year 8 KS3 students.
Training is being held every Monday in the Sports
hall. Our year 10 leadership academy students
are also helping out with the running of the club.

NETBALL
Practice sessions after school on a Tuesday night
will also be continuing for our all players in years
7-10 this runs from 3-4pm in the Sports Hall with
Mrs Henderson and Miss Swan.

YEAR 11
Since September, Mr Green has been in charge
of the year 10 football team. They’ve had a
great start to the season. They have played 5
games, winning 4 of them. Year 10 boys are
still in the cup, they are to replay their fixture,
the original match was postponed due to 2
injuries on the oppositions teams. There have
been a few new signings this season, two year
9 players have joined. However, the most
successful signing has been the one and only
super sub Liam Temple. His first ever goal for
the school team resulted in a pitch invasion,
even the opposition joined in the celebrations.
Good Luck in the cup
.
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PE
CROSS COUNTRY
Both of our boys and girls KS3 cross country
teams recently competed at the District Cross
Country competition at East Durham College.
Both teams performed well on the day showing
great amounts of resilience.

BASKETBALL
Year 7 Easington District Basketball
Competition will be taking place on 28TH
February. See Mr Wilkinson for more details.
KS4 BASKETBALL COMPETITION AT EAST
DURHAM COLLEGE
Some of our students who attend Basketball
training at East Durham College have been
representing our school against teams from
the other local secondary schools in Peterlee.
Games take part on a Friday night at East
Durham College.

LEADERSHIP ACADEMY
Our Year 10 and Year 11 Leadership Academy
students have worked hard over the last year to
build up a huge number of Leadership hours by
volunteering at local Primary Schools and helping
in local sports clubs. Those who have been part
of the Leadership Academy, which is ran by the
School Sports Partnership, have had the opportunity
to volunteer, officiate and coach at various sports
events throughout the year. Keep up the good work
and remember to keep your logbooks up to date.

KIT POLICY
Just a quick reminder that ALL students are expected to provide their FULL
PE kit for ALL lessons, whether they are taking a physically active part in
the lesson or if they are medically excused. Students who are excused
are expected to provide a note from parent / carers as well as their full kit,
as although they won’t be performing in lessons, they will be involved in
coaching, leadership, officiating and organiser roles.
The school PE kit is
• blue polo shirt with the school badge
• plain black shorts / black tracksuit bottoms / plain black leggings
• training shoes.
For outdoor PE lessons during the colder winter weather students are allowed
to wear a sweatshirt / long sleeved top / thermal underlayer underneath their
blue school PE polo tshirt, so they can keep warm and continue with their
lessons as normal. Students are not allowed to wear items of school uniform
(shirt, blazer), outdoor coats or tops with hoods on during lessons.
We appreciate the support of parents / carers in ensuring that their children
have full kit for every PE lesson.
JD clothing are now able to print student’s initials on to PE kit.
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PE KIT
DONATION
‘KIT AMNESTY’
It would be greatly
appreciated if any
parents, who have
spare or unwanted
items of PE kit or
training shoes, can
donate it to the PE
department, so it
can be used to hand
out to students who
need to borrow kit for
lessons.

H U M A N IT IE S
Durham Cathedral Trip
On Thursday 30th January 23 year 8
students went to Durham Cathedral here’s
what happened:
After walking up a humungous hill we finally
saw the cathedral. 66 meters tall and 887
years old. We then met our tour guide inside
and the tour began.
We were told the story of how two AngloSaxon women helped the Tudor monks and
St Cuthbert’s body find the place where
Durham cathedral still stands 887 years into
the future. In recent times Durham cathedral
has become a world heritage site and is to
be preserved and protected for as long as
possible.
We were then shown two tombs who were
husband, wife, son and daughter in law. The
father was a lord who defended Durham
against the Scots with his own private army.
Then we were shown the best bit. An ornate
clock that is as old as the cathedral itself,
in that clock was a door. Now this door is
not open to the general public and for good
reason. But the tour guide was given special
permission to take us through the clock and
into a place where monks would talk for 2
hours but more importantly…
It was where they filmed the scenes
in Professor McGonagalls’ office in
Philosophers Stone (if anyone says its
sorcerers it is false) AND Chamber of
Secrets!
Then we went around the market place
with a survey (after lunch of course) asking
people why they were in Durham and trying
to keep track of all our group mates. Then
after buying cacti and giant sunglasses we
came back to Seaham High School so we
could share our sweets and surprise our
class mates at the end of the day.
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Durham Cathedral Trip

(continued)

